THE INQUIRY SEMINAR

(INQUIRY SEMINAR (INQS 125) or INQUIRY SEMINAR (INQS 126))

At the center of the Linfield Curriculum is the Inquiry Seminar, taken

by each first-or second-year student. A collaborative investigation of a
compelling subject, the Inquiry Seminar builds upon and deepens the
relationship between thinking and communication, both oral and written.
It models the goals of the entire Linfield Curriculum by developing the
critical thinking skills common to every discipline and vital to becoming
an educated person. Inquiry Seminars are taught by faculty from many
fields and offer a wide range of topics varying from semester to semester.
Because they provide an introduction to thinking and communicating
within the academic environment, Inquiry Seminars do not satisfy
requirements for majors and minors. Each student may take only one
Inquiry Seminar except in cases of failure. OCE students may fulfill this
requirement with INQUIRY SEMINAR (INQS 126).

The overarching goal of the Inquiry Seminar is to introduce students to
the practices of inquiry, which form the foundation for the intellectual
communities of the academy and the larger society. We believe this
introduction is best accomplished by creating opportunities to conduct
real inquiry within the classroom. We also recognize that the Inquiry
Seminar is a beginning and that students will continue to develop and
refine the skills and habits of inquiry across courses and disciplines
during their four years of study. Specifically, the following list summarizes
the learning outcomes for all Inquiry Seminars.

1. Students frame key questions important to their own inquiry and to
the understanding of a particular area of knowledge about which
there is room for interpretation, ambiguity, and/or debate.

2. Students discuss, draft, compose, and reconsider answers to such
questions in ways appropriate to the field and compelling to an
intended audience.

3. Students engage and incorporate the voices of others to support their
own learning and argumentation. In doing so, they will conduct
research using library resources cited according to the ethical
expectations of their academic community.

4. Students self-consciously and self-critically reflect on their own ways
of thinking.
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